
2025 CHAPTER SPONSORS 
On behalf of the  West Coast Florida Board of Directors, we would like to thank our Chapter Annual 
Sponsors listed below.  These companies help sustain our chapter.  We encourage you to support the 
sponsors and their products below in your specifications. 
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Happy December everyone, hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving, spending time with family and friends, I 
know April and I did.

As we get ready to turn the corner for a calendar year, everyone is getting ready for the holidays.  Please let’s keep 
those who are less fortunate in mind during the holiday season by giving back.  Please donate to our charity drive 
to Daystar Life Center.  So please either bring gift cards to our December meeting or go to the link below do 
donate.

https://square.link/u/lm3RtMbI

I want to take a minute to thank our Chapter Sponsors for 2025 and encourage any new companies who wish to 
take part in the program to contact Richard Little (richard.little@viega.us).

 Platinum – SSA & Wilson Girgenti
 Gold – Viega
 Silver – Carr Company, Harry Warren, Marsh & Moore, Phoenix Engineering, Volt Air
 Bronze – McWane Plumbing Technical Services


Congratulations to 50 plumbing industry professionals who passed the 2025 Certified Plumbing Design Technician 
(CPDT) exam and now can use the CPDT designation after their name to signify their expertise in plumbing system 
design.  Of them was one of our own, Royce Jacob Gunter, CPDT.

As we come close to the end of the year, I want to take a minute to wish all members and their families a safe and 
wonderful Holiday Season. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the next dinner meeting.

Curtis Ray, CPD, FASPE                                                                                                                                               
        

Curtis Ray, Jr., CPD, FASPE 
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Todd Rebhahn, CPD 

DECEMBER’S TECHNICAL MEETING 

Tuesday, December 9, 2025

Location: Sheraton Tampa Brandon Hotel
10221 Princess Palm Avenue, Tampa, FL 33610

Register on our website: 
https://wcf-aspe.com/meetinginfo.php 

$35.00 Pre-registration (on or before noon on Friday 

before our Tuesday technical session)

$45.00 Late registration (after noon on the Friday 

before our Tuesday technical session or at the door)

Description:        

By the end of this class, attendees will gain a stronger understanding of utility control codes, including 
IFGC, NFPA 54, and CSD-1, along with the limitations of each. They will learn how to enhance gas, 
water, and electrical system safety beyond minimum code requirements and explore best practices for 
controlling these utilities across key applications such as science labs, boiler and mechanical rooms, 
commercial kitchens, and outdoor gas features. Attendees will also develop a foundational 
understanding of gas types and the unique considerations associated with each.

 

GAS SAFETY AND UTILITY CONTROL 

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Sheraton Tampa Brandon Hotel
10221 Princess Palm Ave, Tampa, FL 33610

4:30-5:30pm Happy Hour & Tabletop Presentation 
5:30-6:00pm Business Meeting 
6:00-6:30 Dinner 
6:30-7:30pm Technical Presentation 
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Presenter:  Ryan Tassi – Technical Sales Engineer, American Gas Safety

Ryan is a Technical Sales Engineer specializing in plumbing and HVAC systems, with a growing 
expertise in gas safety and utility controls. He works closely with contractors, engineers, and 
representatives, providing system design support, product expertise, and technical assistance to 
ensure the integration of reliable gas safety solutions in commercial and industrial projects. He 
remains actively involved in the ASPE and ASHRAE chapters in Tampa, Florida, engaging with industry 
professionals and staying at the forefront of advancements in gas safety and building system 
technologies. 
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Matthew Walker, P.E. 
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December 2025 Newsletter Education Announcements

ASPE’s December Book of the Month is the CPD Study Guide (eBook)

● Through December 31, 2025,  you can purchase this eBook for 25% off the regular member price. Just enter 
coupon code bemerry when you check out. The discount is valid on the digital edition of this publication and the 
coupon code can only be used once. If you are purchasing multiple items the discount with be applied only to the 
assigned publication.

1) MedGas Basics
a) ASPE Education website, On-demand

● Following the success of the in-person and online  MedGas  Workshop and continuing to fulfill the commitment 
to training the next generation of medical gas system designers, ASPE is pleased to announce the new  MedGas  
Basics course. The course contains four (4) instructional videos that you can review at your leisure, and each 
offer 0.1 CEU upon completion.

b) Bundle Price for ASPE Members $150 or each individual class $50 (save $50 when you bundle!)

2) AYP Region 2 – The Tank is Just the Beginning

a) Live Webinar (1 hr) – January 13
 
at 12 PM (EST)

b) Deep dive into the engineering behind Autobrine systems, tailored for professionals seeking to understand the 
technical specifications and design considerations for brine system integration. The session will cover the differences 
between aboveground and underground system types, key design criteria, and a walkthrough of an engineering 
portal featuring Revit files and 3D models. Outline support process for specifiers and share lessons learned from 
installations to help attendees apply best practices in their own projects.

c) 0.1 CEU
d) Free for ASPE members!

3) AYP Region 5 – Brine Management on Autopilot
a) Live Webinar (1 hr) – January 27 at 1 PM (EST)
b) Explore the hidden costs and inefficiencies of traditional water softening salt management and how Autobrine’s 

automated systems offer a smarter solution. This session will walk through the challenges of manual salt handling 
and highlight the key benefits of automated brine delivery. Attendees will gain insight from a real-world case study 
and enjoy an exclusive viewing of new explainer video.

c) 0.1 CEU
d) Free for ASPE members!

4) 2026 CPD Review Class
a) Virtual Review Classes, Tuesdays & Thursdays, March 10, 12, 17, 19, 24, & 26; 6-8 PM (EST)
b) The workshop includes a CPD practice test (a $50 member value). This class is not a plumbing design 101 course, 

and it is not intended to teach students the material required for the exam. This class helps students learn HOW to 
study for the exam. Because there will be a high-level overview of the domains and content areas, this class will 
enable students to become aware of areas they need to focus their attention on leading up to the exam. In turn, this 
class will be helpful to students in their preparations for the exam.

c) CEU/PDH’s are NOT awarded for the classes.
d) ASPE Members $300; Non-members $500
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Matthew Walker, P.E. 
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5) 2026 ASPE Convention & Expo
a) October 8-14 at the Oklahoma City Convention Center in Oklahoma City, OK.
b) Registration and costs are TBD
c) Opportunities for educational credits / CEU’s…more TBD

6) As always you can find more ASPE educational information at https://education.aspe.org/
a) Read, Learn, Earn

● December 2025 is Plumbing Cost Estimation (0.1 CEU)
● November 2025 was Cross Connection Control (0.1 CEU)

b) On-demand list is continuously updated with many options to choose!

7) 2026 CPDT Exam
a) Dates TBD; anticipated for Fall 2026 (October??)
b) Must fill out eligibility form to receive a link to register for exam.
c) Remote Proctored Exam
d) 3.5 hours, 100-question multiple-choice answer
e) ASPE Members $225; Non-members $450

8) 2026 CPD Exam
a) April 13-24, 2026
b) Must fill out eligibility form to receive a link to register for exam.
c) Remote Proctored Exam
d) 3.5 hours, 100-question multiple-choice answer
e) APSE Members $450; Non-members $675

9) GPD Program (Exam)
a) On-Demand course completion followed by examination; however, must be completed within 6 months of start 

date.
b)  Open-note, 2 hours, 50-question multiple-choice answer.
c) 75% is passing score.
d) 1.2 CEU credits.
e) ASPE Members $500; Non-members $600
f) Note: Professional Engineers (PE) are eligible to take the GPD Program without having to take the CPD Exam as 

a prerequisite.

Please reach out to me for any additional questions regarding ASPE Education. 

Regards,

Matthew Walker, PE
Vice President, Education
Mobile:     336.972.6126
Email:       vpeducation@wcf-aspe.com
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Peter Pastore,III

Volume 26, Issue 04

Hi everyone

Recent and upcoming changes to U.S. water-heater requirements stem mainly from new Department 
of Energy (DOE) efficiency standards finalized in 2024. These rules significantly raise the minimum 
efficiency levels for both residential and commercial water heaters. For homes, the biggest change is 
that many common electric storage-type units will need to meet efficiency levels that, in practice, 
push most new electric models toward heat-pump water heater technology. These residential 
standards are scheduled to take effect on May 6, 2029, meaning that after that date, traditional 
electric resistance water heaters may no longer qualify unless they meet the higher efficiency 
thresholds. Gas-fired storage water heaters will also face increased requirements, likely involving 
improved venting or power-vent/damper systems to meet the standards. On the commercial side, 
new rules take effect earlier — October 6, 2026 — and will require most gas commercial heaters to 
use high-efficiency condensing technology.

At the same time, there has been significant regulatory and political pushback that has created 
uncertainty around some of the requirements. In early 2025, the DOE paused certain mandates 
affecting gas-fired tankless water heaters and withdrew a previously finalized rule for tankless 
models. Congress has also taken steps to overturn parts of the DOE’s water-heater rules, although 
no repeal is fully finalized at this time. As a result, while the 2026 and 2029 implementation dates 
remain on the books, portions of the rules — especially those dealing with gas tankless units — are 
in flux.

For homeowners, the practical takeaway is that the market will continue shifting toward more 
efficient technologies, especially heat-pump water heaters for electric replacements. These units 
can significantly reduce energy use, though they may require more installation space, different 
electrical setups, and higher upfront costs. Gas units will continue to be available, but new models in 
the coming years may need to meet more stringent performance requirements. Future 
developments will depend on legal, regulatory, and political actions, so the exact landscape could 
shift again before the major deadlines arrive. 

Peter Pastore, III
vplegislative@wcf-aspe.com
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Advertising Rates 

Inexpensive advertising is available in the West 
Coast Florida newsletter.  These rates are good for 
one year (10 issues minimum). 

Rates are as follows: 

Full Page $300.00 
1/2 Page $175.00 
1/4 Page $100.00 
Business Card $75.00 
Monthly Insert $150.00 (per issue) 

Should you need more information or are 
interested in placing an advertisement, contact        
      Curtis Ray at president@wcf-aspe.com 
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ASPE Membership Value 

When you join ASPE, you become part of a worldwide 

family of plumbng engineering and design professionals 

and gain immediate access to their combined technical 

knowledge and industry support. ASPE members are 

leaders in the plumbing engineering industry, and joining 

their ranks offers invaluable networking and career-

advancement opportunities. Our members benefit from 

ASPE’s international exposure, and our involvement in 

national and local legislative initiatives helps strongly 

convey the important role of plumbing engineers and 

designers in the construction industry. 

In addition to sharing professional knowledge, ASPE 

members also like to have fun. Local ASPE Chapters and 

special-interest groups such as ASPE Young Professionals 

and Women of ASPE host social networking events 

throughout the year. With more than 6,300 ASPE 

members, a fellow professional is never far away. 

Volume 26, Issue 04 



PRESIDENT 
Curtis Ray, Jr., CPD, FASPE 
C-(813) 477-5780 
president@wcf-aspe.com 

V.P. TECHNICAL 
Todd Rebhahn, CPD 
Affiliated Engineers 
W-(813) 405-3827 
vptechnical@wcf-aspe.com 

V.P. LEGISLATIVE 
Peter Pastore, III 
Harry Warren, Inc.
C-(804) 664-5055
vplegislative@wcf-aspe.com

V.P. MEMBERSHIP 
Brian Carrier 
Brian Carrier & Associates 
W-(888) 443-4222 x101 
C-(813) 841-9146 
vpmembership@wcf-aspe.com 

CHAPTER AFFILIATE LIAISON
Hernan Garcia
Lubrizol Advanced Materials
affiliateliaison@wcf-aspe.com

V.P. EDUCATION, 
Mathew Walker, P.E. 
WSP USA Buildings Inc.
C- (336) 972-6126
vpeducation@wcf-aspe.com 

   SECRETARY 
Scott Whitney, CPD
Phoenix Engineering Group
W-(813) 963-0888  ext.223
secretary@wcf-aspe.com 
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TREASURER 
Richard Little 
Carr Company 
W-(813) 901-8552 
C-(813) 781-5187 
treasurer@wcf-aspe.com 
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CHAPTER AMBASSADOR
Tim Collins, CPD 
Wilson & Girgemti, LLC 
W-(727) 784-1472 
ambassador@wcf-aspe.com 

CHAPTER WOA LIAISON
Gisun Sung
TLC Engineering Solutions
womenliaison@wcf-aspe.com 

CHAPTER AYP LIAISON
Connor Lavoy
Power Design Engineering
ayp@wcf-aspe.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Marcy Bartges, CPD 
ME3 Consulting Engineers 
W-(941) 748-1319  ext.105 
newsletter@wcf-aspe.com 


